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Bald Hill, Woodstock, from the north. Bald Hill is the nearest extinct 
volcano to Bendigo, and is described in an article on pages 3-5. 
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EDITORS PAGE 


We seem to be in a period of weather extremes. The hottest summer, 
an autumn drought, the wettest June on record, and, briefly, a blanket 
of snow such as North Central Victoria has not seen for a very long time. 
What can we expect next? The weather has certainly affected the flowering 
times of plants, both in garden'and bush. Our Eucalyptus caesia, for 
example, was flowering by mid-May last year, and only just made the end 
of June this year. In the bush, Golden Wattle, which often first flowers 
in late May, seems to be much nists this year, at least in the areas I 
have been in recently. This should be a fertile field of study for 
observant members, and I need short notes for Whirrakee. Any takers? 
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One of the frustrating things about writing editorial requests is the 
almost total lack of response. I am just as guilty of apathy as the next 
person when it is someone elses editorial, so it is a very salutary 
experience being on this side of the fence, Last month I included a request 
for ideas for the 1982 syllabus. One person suggested a speaker, and that 
was the total response to date. The Syllabus Committee is meeting on the 
17th July, so please pass your ideas for speakers or excursions: on to 
Graham Hill, John Lindner, Berry Vardy or myself. 


‘hoo to (2 te 6 to te oe 


I have been asked to include a reminder that it is time to think 
about nominations for Office Bearers and Committee Members that will be 
called for at the August meeting. We would particularly like to see 
interest from cur newer members. ~ 


.°, i. 
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This issue of Whirrakee has been produced under great difficulties, 
because of a combination of the Committee meeting falling at the very end 
of June, and club meeting being early in July. An already difficult 
situation was made worse because most of the material in this issue was 
received after the deadline. I am very short of material at present, so 
I am especially anxious for contributions for the next issue, but please 
try to have them to me by the 24th July, and please get them to me directly. 
Some contributions reach me late by round about means. I need to have all 
items to hand when I commence editing, if Whirrakee production is to 
proceed smoothly. I do not appreciate doing it under rush conditions, 
working into the early hours of the morning, nor is it fair on our 
voluntary typist to be rushed 
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Is there any member interested in the task of compiling an index . 
for Volume 1 of Whirrakee? There have been a number of requests 
for this. My spare time is already well occupied in editing and 
producing Whirrakee, and I see it as an opportunity for someone 
else to become involved in what should be» quite an interesting 
project. Please contact me if you are interested in doing this. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor 


BALD HILL, WOODSTOCK - BENDIGO'S NEAREST VOLCANO 


Bald Hill is a low, rocky hill in the Woodstock area, about 20 
kilometres west of Bendigo. It is only 250 metres above sea level, 
(820 feet), and is not at all conspicuous, except from points in its 
immediate vicinity. If you know to look for it, it can be seen to the 
south from the Bendigo to St. Arnaud road, after crossing Spring Creek on 
the stretch between Marong and Newbridge. A much better, and closer, view 
can be obtained by turning left on a bitumen road sign=posted "Woodstock", 
shortly. after crossing Spring Creek, Although the bitumen lasts only a short 
distance, the road after that is good gravel, and can be used as an 
interesting detour on the way to Newbridge and points west:. It goes 
quite close to the base of Bald Hill, giving good views of the hill from 
its eastern aspect. The road then bends around the southern side of the 
hill before reaching a cross-roads, where you should turn right to go 
to Newbridge. At the first bend after turning right, look out on the right 
hand or northern side for a very old wooden signpost, This was 
featured in the Bendigo Advertiser earlier this year, and must date 
back. a very long time. From this bend the road goes west following the 
valley of Little Creek, locally known as Smoky Creek, The creek is a 
short distance south, more or less parallel to the road, and flows 
along the southern edge of the basalt area which you entered just before 
reaching the base of Bald Hill. After passing the historic buildings She 
Woodstock-on-Loddon, you will become very much aware that this is a_ 
volcanic area, as the landscape to!the north of the road-is a broad; low 
rocky pidse oftbhasalt, with a‘jumble of rocky spurs and minor ridges 
reaching down towards Little Creek. This is one of the more interesting 
parts of the ava plain which extends from Woodstock to Newbridge and 
Bridgewater. 


Bald Hill is the most conspicuous part of the volcanic eruption 
centre from which this lava came. It is the nearest of Victoria's extinct 
volcanos to Bendigo, and the most northerly in the state. It is a complex 
volcano, which makes up in interest what it lacks in stature. It is the 
venue for the Junior Field Naturalists Group August excursion, and this 
article (the first published description of Bald Hill) is intended to 
provide background material for the excursion. ; 


Before Bald Hill erupted, the ancestral Loddon River was flowing 
in a broad valley several kilometres nearer to Bendigo than the present 
Loddon River, The river was an old one which had gradually filled the 
deep valley it had carved when youthful, with its own deposits of gravel, 
sand and clay. When the Victorian highlands had been uplifted by earth 
movements many millions of years before, the Loddon had carved a deep 
valley quite rapidly, but as time went by the river gradually lost its 
erosive power as its gradient was reduced by eroding away the mountains 
in which it had its source, and filling its lower reaches with the sediment 
eroded from those Petras and their foothills. We can picture a pleasant 
landscape, with vegetation not so very different to that of the present 
day, but with a fauna including giant kangaroos, Diprotodon, and other 
large extinct herbivorous marsupials. There is no direct evidence of the 
age of the volcanic eruption at Bald Hill, but there is reason to believe 
that it is one of Victoria's older volcanos. probably at least a million 
years, and maybe a good deal older. 


Althcugh the age of the volcano is not known with any certainty, 
its history is reasonably well understood. Eruption would have been 
preceded by earth tremors, underground rumblings, and probably by the 
emission of steam and gases. Eruption began with an upwelling of molten 
basalt (lava), through a central vent , which built up into the type of 
volcano known as a lava sein 


4. 
BALD HILL, WOODSTOCK .. continued 


The lava was fairly” ‘fluid, and flowed long distances before solidifying. 
Most of the lava was” “poured out westwards across the ancestral Loddon 
valley, destroying the ‘vegetation, and burying the alluvial sediments of 
the river valley, Successive flows of basalt were poured out of the 
volcano © ‘during periods of activity, but there were long intervals of time 
when the volcano was quiet, long enough for weathering of the previous flow, 
and the beginnings of soil formation, Water bores in the Woodstock area 
have given a picture of several layers, which eventually built up to a 
total thickness of from 20° to 30 metres, in the deeper parts, Because 

the valleys which the basalt flowed over were fairly broad, the lava 

plain spread over a wide area, in contrast to the confined and relatively 
narrow flows of the Campaspe valley, (See the article on Turpins Falls 

in Whirrakee Vol. 1, No. 7, pp.3-4). The lava reached the hills confining 
the Loddon valley on the’ wést, near the town of Newbridge, and then 

turned north, eventually PeaChIne Bridgewater. The Loddon River, already 
affected by voleanic activity further south, was forced to flow along the 
western margin of the basalt, establishing a new course, several kilometres 
westwards from its previolis one. Little Creek, which once flowed northerly 
towards the old Loddon River, was forced to find a new course along the 
southern edge of the BeGti and that is Oy it now turns'west and follows 
that boundary, 


The- surface of the ‘ava plain is far Beas smooth, especially in the 
immediate vicinity of Bald Hill. Stony knolls of basalt are separated 
by small depressions, and there are no well defined valleys. In fact I 
found it very difficult to work out the drainage lines when I was mapping 
the area for the Lockwood 1:50 2000 geological map earlier this year. 
This kind of basalt topography is known as stony rises. It is caused by 
partial loss of still fluid lava from beneath an already solidified 
surface crust, The still molten lava flows on, and the surface crust 
collapses. This happens in a quite irregular manner, and that is why - 
the. surface topography we see now is so irregular. This kind of situation 
often leads to lava caves, if the surface crust is thick enough not to 
collapse when lava drains away from beneath it, No caves are known in 
the Woodstock area, but I have been told that a-quarry company drilled 
the area looking for basalt of good enough quality to quarry, and that 
at least one of their holes entered a sizeable cavity, which strongly 
suggests that caves may exist. ' 


The lava dome volcano which poured out all this lava is represented 
now by a small rocky knoll a few hundred metres north of Bald Hill, This 
is a worn down remnant of a higher hill, and examination of a detailed 
geological map shows a radial pattern Of gullies developed on it. This 
is a small scale example of the kind of erosion pattern which develops. 
on such lava domes, even the largest of them all, in Hawaii. If you have 
seen pictures of the Hawaiian volcanic eruptions and lava flows, then ~ 
you will have a very: good idea of what the volcanic activity at Bald 
Hill was like through most of its life. During eruption, there would have 
been.clouds of gas and steam, and a bubbling cauldron of a crater, with 
lava - fountains , and periodic overflow of lava. That there was a lot of 
gas involved is shown clearly by the basalt itself, It is full of holes - 
frozen gas bubbles, in fact, which geologists call vesicles, and the basalt 
vesicular basalt. The menrcudss vary in size from very small, perhaps a 
millimetre or so, to a centimetre or:more. Quite often these vesicles 
are lined or filled by secondary minerals, such as calcite and hyalite, 
These are about the only two‘I have seen at Woodstock, but in other basalt 
areas, and possibly'yet to’be fount in this. area, there is often quite a 
variety of minerals found in vesicles and cavities in basalt, including 
aragonite, and the many attractive minerals of the zeolite family. 


5. 
BALD HILL, WOODSTOCK continued 


As often happens with volcanic eruptions, the activity at Bald Hill 
ended with a big bang, with very much more explosive activity than there 
had been earlier, and this was when Bald Hill itself was ‘formed. Bald Hill 
is what is’ known as a composite cone, because.it was built up by an 
alternation of explosive activity with the production of scoria, and small 
basalt flows. The cover photo shows Bald Hill from the north. The smooth 
profile on the left hand side of the hill (the eastern side) is scoria, 
but the hill has a rocky. summit, Scoria is the next stage beyond vesicular 
basalt, when the amount of gas makes the lava frothy, and very light. 

A pent pit on the west side of the hill, just below a rocky rim of basalt, 
shows the character of ‘the. scoriaceous basalt very well. Some very nice 
examples of hyalite (a glassy form of silica) can be collected here, as 
well as specimens showing the flow features of the molten lava, including 
_ so-called ropy lava. The scoria was blown out of the vent of the volcano 
explosively, and fell back to build up a cone around the vent. The next 
stage beyond this is the production of even lighter tuff or ash particles, 
which can be blown long distances by the wind, Although this happened 
extensively in the Western District voleanoes, there is no evidence that 
there was any development of tuff at Bald Hill, What did happen:was that 
at more quiescent stages of the eruption, small lava flows were poured 
out over the rim of the crater, or in the later stages, it ‘seems eke the 
lava remained within the crater as small lava lakes. ‘ 


The upper part of Bald Hill is rocky, geologically very complex, and 
niot easy to interpret. At the summit, immediately below the trigonometrical 
beacon, there is a small (about 30 metres across) shallow dish-shaped 
outerop of basalt. This represents the last bit of volcanic activity, 
as it is almost certainly a solidified lava lake in the crater above 
the last active vent. It has collapsed back into the vent to a small 
extent, hence the. dish shane, Below this there are two incompletely — 
outcropping rings of basalt with scoria in between, and also partly inter- 
bedded. These are the remains of two earlier lava lakes, the lower one 
of which probably overflowed through a breach in the then crater, and 
poured lava out to the west. Aerial photos show the three concentric rings 
of basalt referred to above very So much more so than they can be, 
seen from the ground. 


The probable sequence of Cane for the Sipe oi which’ built up Bald 

Hill is therefore an early explesive event at a new site south of the older 
lava dome; the pouring out of two-small flows. eastwards; the main explosive 
phase and the building up of the scoria cone; formation of a lava lake, 
‘and then breaching of the crater and outpouring. of lava on the west side 
of the volcano. The final stages repeated this cycle, but with much less 

scorpia, and only a small overflow to the north east, then a little more 
Seonta; and the development of the small lava lake in the final crater. 
Being an old volcano, there has been considerable erosion, which has 
completely removed the final summit cone, and crater, The present rocky 
crown of the. hill, seen well in the cover photo, would have been entirely 
inside the volcano when eruption ceased, 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo. 


On Composting. 

‘I have been asked to explain the system I use when making compost , 
but first I would like to say a few words on why I make compost. 
When we came to live in Maiden Gully about six years ago, we soon realised 
that we had very little soil with which’ to work. The clay was only about 
two inches down, there was much gravelly ground and many stones. Some of 
our early plantings have done poorly, so we realised that we would have 
to make our soil to have any great success, and we have carried out 
composting to help in this respect. What is the system I use? 
Let me say now that, in spite of all I have read and heard on T.V., I 
have no quick method of making compost. 


I have found that it is an advantage to have a number of heaps 
_working in various stages. To start a heap, I spread a layer of material, 
which may consist of green weeds, (no seeds and no couch grass), old 
annuals, spent tomato bushes, old straw or such like, over the ground, 
making a rough circle of about six feet across. Build on this with kitchen 
refuse, lawn clippings, a layer cf animal manure etc. until it is six 
inches to one foot high,then add a sprinkling of Blcod and Bone. I think 
the blood and bone starts off the bacterial action, which breaks down the 
composted material. I then cover this with a layer of good sandy loam. 

I buy a load of river loam occassionally as needed, to use in composting. 
This procedure is repeated, keeping the edges of re heap high so that 
all the water that falls on the heap is absorbed, and does not run down 
the sice of the heap. 


To keep the heap at the correct condition of moisture I find that 
during most of the spring, summer and autumn months it is necessary to 
run the hose into the heap from time to time. This can be almost every 
day during the hot weather, A dry heap will never work! 


I continue to build on the heap until it is about three feet high. 
I then start on another heap. The first heap is left with a slightly hollow 
top, for some considerable time, perhaps two months. I then completely 
turn it over onto a bare patch along side, trying to turn the inside to 
the outside, again finishing the heap tolook like a Mallee fowls nest, 
so that it will take in the moisture. 


_ The hezp is then left until it is ready to put on the garden. I 
test this by turning over a few fork fulls. It is not neccessary that. the 
material in the heap be completely turned to scil. A small amount of litter 
still in the compost soon breaks down when dug into the garden, By mixing 
barrow load of compost for barrow load of sandy loam, I can extend my 
expensive sandy loam to double the SPER NA Smighed by fifty per cent 
of good compost. 


All the while the first heap is maturing I am building the second, 
third or perhaps fourth heap according to the amount of composting material 
I have to hand. We find that this method digests all our kitchen refuse, 
half a shovel full of soil ‘SEES over this when neccessary keeps down 
any offensive smell. 


IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


Around the Nurseries 


Browsing through the Native section of Max Richardson's nursery 
at Epsom I came across four very interesting plants. 
The first one was Eriostemon verrucosus double form, some fifteen plants. 
Max informed me that he is able to obtain fifteen or so of these every 
year about this time (early June), yr 


The second plant was a rare one, Cryptandra amara, the Bitter Cryptandra, 
and I was surprised to see this one eae nursery. In fact Mr. Frank 
Robbins wrote an article for the "Bendigo Naturalist" which was published 
in Vol.3 No.3. Page 46, under the heading "Another Vanishing Wildflower". 
There were a dozen or so plants all nicely in bud. These plants grow well 
under cultivation and my specimen is just coming into flower. They flower 
over a long period, covering the whole bush with tiny white bells which 
turn pinkish as they mature, and.it is one of the few fragrant 

_ wildflowers. — rf (elect bee. 

Referring back to Frank's article, we see that he lists Bone Mills Rd. 

as one locality. Well, Bone Mills Road has been renamed Olympic Parade. 
I live in Olympic Parade, and have a patch of Cryptandra growing on my 
property. If this is the area that Frank had in mind, I can assure him 
that it will never be ploughed up as long as I have a say in the matter. 
However, each year the bushes are well browsed down by wallabies, but 
when we remember that wallabies and Cryptandra have co-existed for. 
thousands of years, I guess that the Wallabies never completely destroy 
the bushes, . i 


The third and fourth plants I came across were the Grevillea banksii 
forsteri (Red form) and G.banksii forsteri (White form), the former 
being one of the parents of that beautiful hybrid Grevillea, "Robyn 
Gordon", When in Queensland last winter we found both these colour forms 
growing in a garden at Buderim,.I later saw one growing as a specimen in 
a nature strip at Eden in New South Wales, quite a distance further south. 
However, I suspect that they would need tobe grown in a position that has 
a fair amount of frost protection, I still think that it would be worth 
while for the Native.Gardener to give them a try, as the flowers are 
large and beautiful. I am trying one of each myself, ; 
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From Edna and Norman Cleeves lovely native garden at Heathcote came 
a sample spray from a beautiful Wattle, in full bloom at the time of 
writing, the middle of June. Acacia beckeri is a native of the Flinders 
Ranges in South Australia, and Norm tells us that it does best ina 
situation that has hot, dry summers. From the sample spray he brought us, 
I imagine it would be a bush with a stiff upright appearance, reaching 
six to eight feet in-height, with five to six inch slightly curved 
leaves sloping upwards from the stem with the flower sprays, nicely 
perfumed, growing from each leaf axil, also slcping upwards with the leaves. 


The eighteen inch spray that Norm brought to us had twenty two sprays 
of bloom, each bearing an average of eleven large, golden balls, a total 
of approximately two hundred and fourty on the spray, truly an abundance 
of blossom, equal, if not better than our own Golden Wattle, making this 
a very desirable specimen for the Native Garden in our area. 


BIRD NOTES 


Notes and observations from the meeting of the Bird Observers Group 
on Friday June 5th. 


White-fronted Honeyeater Two reports of this bird were to hand. One from 
St. Arnaud on April 12th and the other from the Whipstick on May 17th. 

The birds seen at the Hard Hills area north east of St. Arnaud were 

12-15 in number and were very noisy, singing continually and feeding in 
flowering Blue Mallee and Grey Box. Four days later the birds had apparently 
left this area. 

The Whipstick birds were feeding in Green Mallee scrub and adjacent Iron- 
barks which were in flower. The number of birds were estimated to be at 
least 10 and possibly 20, They were continually singing for about two | 
hours, giving their full repetoir of song. This is the greatest number 

of this species yet seen in the Whipstick, Two days later the birds were 
still in the same area and their song was recorded on tape by one of our 
members, 

This honeyeater is rare in our district, but common in the Mallee of 
N.W.Victoria. It was first recorded for Bendigo in 1963 and again in 1965 
(single birds in both cases). In 1976, four birds were seen in the Whipstick, 
This bird has not been recorded as nesting in our district, the nearest 
nesting record being at Wychitella. Bendigo is probably the southern 

limit of range of this species. 


Flame Robins were numerous at Woodstock on the 5th May, the first time 
they have been seen this season in large numbers. They had been absent 
from the same area only a few days earlier. 


Hooded Robins were reported from the Whipstick from the same area that 
they had been reported in other years. This species is not very common, 
although it is distributed over a wide area. 


Collared Turtle Dove This introduced species is not often seen in Bendigo. 
One bird was seen in an Eaglehawk garden on 5th June, feeding on Acacia 
seeds, in company wtth a flock of eight Spotted (Indian) Turtle Doves, 
which are quite common in the Bendigo district. 


Crested Pigeons Several sightings of this species were to hand. On 

5th June, 15 were seen in Beischer St. This is an unusually large number 
to be seen in Bendigo, and combined with other reports it would appear 
that the species is increasing in numbers in our area. 


Major Mitchell Cockatoo A report from Drummartin was that of a single 
bird seen in company with a flock of Galahs. 


wer Selavel st, eunteusseetet oe 
Mr. Eric Wilkinson, 
Dear Eric, i ; 
Amongst a big pile of mail, awaiting my recent return from five 
weeks up in Queensland, was your kind note of May 25th -enclosing my 
precis of the lecture given to B.F.N.C. on April 8th., also the 
complimentary copy of Whirrakee, May 1981, for which I thank you (and the 
Club) most sincerely, I much enjoyed reading the items in this newsletter, 
especially Bob Allen's very full account of our pleasurable excursion 
through the Whipstick country on that lovely autumn day. 


Yours gratefully and fraternally, 
Jim Willis. 


THE ONE WINGED SWAN 
by Chris Bunn. 


In March of this year I was contacted by the Eaglehawk By-laws 
officer. concerning a black swan with a broken wing. On examination the 
wing had obviously been broken a considerable time. It was.a calloused 
mass with out any chance for successful repair, Humane destruction seemed 
the only answer, but 'Sambo' was showing a remarkable independance and had 
readily adapted to artificial feeding, . 


Against our judgements and with the considerable assistance of two 
Veterinary colleagues, we decided to operate, The operation proved 
successful, although there were a few problems. We used gaseous anaesthetic 
but had not considered the extensive "dead air" space which occurs in a 
swans neck. The anaesthetic was too light. We eventually over came our 
problem by force pumping the anaesthetic into the bird. When the wing 
was removed, air could be heard being sucked and blewn through the 
pneumatic bone structure which exists with birds. If this occurred with 
mammals the lungs would collapse, but not so with birds, and once sewn 
up no problem existed. 


Recovery was swift, and only a few hours after the operation, Sambo 
was eating. No problems occured with the wound, and Sambo did not seem to 
mind having only one wing. His main interest was to reach Neangar Lake 
about 500 metres away. On more than one occasion he had to be chased Heat 
for leaving without permission. 


Unfortunately tragedy awaited at the lake. The two resident swans 
would not accept Sambo, and would chase him away, when he came too close. 
In mid-April we left him one morning happily preening himself on the grass. 
That was the last we saw. of him, because he disappeared without a trace. 


ADDITIONS TO THE LISRARY 


1. World Wildlife Fund Newsletter No. 7, Saban 1981. 

De Habitat, Vol.9, No,3, June 1981. 

Shy, INO IE es Newaientest You. US eNOS 5 June 1981, 

4, The Bird Observer, No.593, June "1981. sare 

5. Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter, No.183, June 1981. 

6. C.C.V,. Newsletter, No.37, May 1981. - 

7, ¥F.N.C. Ballarat = Excursion - Newsheet, June 1981, 

8. The Australian Bird Watcher, Vol.9, No.1, March 1981. 
9. E,C.0.S., No.28, May 1981. 

10, The Victorian Naturalist, Vol, oe No. 3, May-June 1981, 
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COMMITTEE REPORT | 


Summary of main action/items of interest from Committee Meeting on 30/6/81. 


1. Australia Post has forwarded relevant information, and an application 
form, for registration of Whirrakee as a Category B Publication. 
The application is to be made by the Editor on behalf of the Club. 


2. The Committee has approved purchase of a 'Toot Tent' from Hendersons 
for $45.00, for club campouts.: 


3. Letters are to be sent to Mr. Vasey Houghton, and the Conservation 
Council of Victoria re the B.F.N.C. stand on the Whipstick, 


4, Accommodation in the southern Grampians is being sought for a planned 
four day campout for the Cup weekend in November, 


5. The Minister of Forests has written advising acceptance with regret 
of Roy Speechley's resignation from the Mt, Alexander Koala Park 
Committee of Management, and that the nomination of Rob Moors in his 
place is being considered. 


6. There was a discussion on the matter of the considerable number of 
unfinancial members. The Treasurer was directed to take whatever 
action she sees fit. 


7. A letter was received from a Mrs Styles, requesting B.F.N.C. support 
for the Bunguoced open space and rural residential zoning for the area 
south of Golden Square High School in Golden Square, in the proposed 
Amendment 35 to the Bendigo City Planning Scheme. It was agreed that 
a letter should be sent commending the proposal. 


8, Eric Wilkinson advised that he is standing in for Frank Robbins, 
who was to speak to Maryborough F.N.C. on Monday 6th July, but is not 
well enough to do so. 


9. Members are reminded that nominations for the 1981/82 Committee 
have to be ready for the August meeting. 
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MAUVE FLAX LILY 


I am the fairies' dinner bell, Which summons all the elves 
To bring along their mushroom-stools, And quickly seat themselves. 


Ding-dong, the velvet clappers ring, Hung in each mauvy bell; 
From near and far. the fairies fly, The gnomes and imps as well. 


They dine on sweet wild raspberries, They drink the morning dew; 
The imps and brownies have, perhaps, A nice baked beetle, too, 


There isn't any washing up, For, when the feast is done, 
They throw their plate or cup away And find another one. 


Their cups are gum-nuts from the trees, Their plates are flat round flowers; 
Oh, what a happy life we'd have If theirs were only ours. 


rr 


Taken from "A Bunch of Wildflowers". 
By Ida Rentoul Outhwaite. Published 1933, 


Contributed by Bobbie and Allen Malone, 


11 


GREY CURRAWONG - Strepera versicolor 
PIED CURRAWONG - Strepera Geeiee 
Bendigo Bird Observers Group - Binds of the Night May 181 
peg | compiled by Bill. Flentje. 


Currawongs are sometimes called Bell-magpies. They belong to’ the family 
Cracticidae which also contains the Australian Magpies and Butcherbirds. 

The Cracticidae Family contains ten different species in the world, : ‘of which 
eight occur in Australia. 


CALLS Both species have well developed vocal organs, and eeortce strong . 
Tinging calls. Bach species has several-different calls, but the Pied 
Currawong has more variety, and is more melodious. Call in, flight, also 
perched. j 


APPEARANCE Targe birds 43 ems to 50 ems long, with black, dapeeststdped 
bills, yellow.eyes and black legs. Plumage of the Pied Currawong is : 
generally black, with white base to the tail, white patch in the wings, 
white tip of the tail, and white under tail-coverts. Plumage of the Grey 
Currawong is similar to the Pied, except that the general plumage is grey 
to dark grey, and there is usually less white at the base of the tail. 
The Black-winged race of the Grey Currawong, also lacks the white patch 
in the wings. 


HABITAT The Grey Currawong is a permanent resident in the Bendigo District, 
occurring in all types of forest including mallee, but not in large> 

numbers. The Pied Currawong is an autum-winter visitor in small flocks 

to forest and grazing country south of Bendigo and sometimes to tall tree 
suburban areas in the Bendigo district. Pied Currawongs: were’ heard in the 
Bendigo area on 10th April this year. They depart again by September. 

The nearest known breeding territory for Pied Currawongs is Macedon. 


FOOD consists of insects, young birds, carrion, berries and sometimes 
orchard fruit, green tomatoes , wild cherries,’ ‘other birds' eggs, crickets , 
small lizards and skinks. They appear to feed as much on the ground, as in 
the branches and trunks of trees, under the bark, and among the foliage 

in the tree tops. One instance was related of currawongs and magpies 
feeding together in a picnic area. In the absence of humans , magpies 
appeared to be more aggressive and dominate, but in the presence of 
people, currawongs were less afraid - evidently realising that the presence 
of humans provided food for them. 

Currawongs are sometimes found scavenging for food in rubbish. tips. They 
will feed on bread, and meat at food tables. 


BREEDING The nest is a bulky, shallow, cup-shape of sticks and ee, 

lined with coarse rootlets and grass. It is’ usually placed high up in 
tall trees, and mostly on a horizontal limb for the grey currawong, 
vertical limb for the pied currawong. Grey currawongs begin nesting in 
early September, the Pied later, about October, 


EGGS Usually three light-brown, marked with freckles and blotches of 
darker brown. Grey currawongs appear to nest in same locality year after 
year, sometimes using the same nest again. After the nest is completed, 
approximately two weeks elapses before the eggs are laid. 

Trees at the head of gullies, or on ridges appear to be favourite nest 
sites of the Grey Currawong. It appears that only one brood is raised 
each year. 


GENERAL Pied currawongs in particular are important in helping to control 
plague outbreaks of phasmid (large stick) insects which cause much damage 
to mountain eucalypt forests. 
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GREY CURRAWONG and PIED CURRAWONG - Birds of the Night continued 


Grey currawongs appear to remain in the same localities throughout the 
year, and after breeding occur in pairs or family parties, Pied currawongs 
move to highland areas for breeding in spring and early summer. After 
breeding they move to lower country for autumn and winter and then are 
often seen in small or large flocks, 

Grey currawongs extend their feeding areas to the outer edges of the 
forest, that is the grazing areas bordering the forest, outside the 
breeding period. Young birds remain with the parents, almost till the 
next breeding season, 

Currawongs appear to display a crafty intelligence when searching for 
nests containing eggs, or young birds, which they take for food. The 
disappearance of young birds and eggs is very noticeable in the vicinity 
of Grey currawong nests. 

One instance was sighted of an apparent association between a grey 
currawong and a kookaburra feeding together on the ground, perhaps to 
their mutual benefit, or to the advantage of one or the other. 

The flight of Currawongs is characteristic, with powerful wing-beats 
separated by a slight pause, slow, and direct, 


ROR RR Re kok & 


BENDIGO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


A meeting of people interested in forming such a society will be held on 
Wednesday July 22nd (Note change of date) at the home of Rod. Fyffe, 
546 Hargreaves St,, Golden Square. (Phone: 43 7673 if you can 't attend - 
but are interested). 


It is hoped that in thé future a waniety of speakers speaking 
predominantly on the archaeology of the Australian Aborigine will be 
featured, Other areas of archaeology will also be explored, e. g. post 
climates in Australia, Egyptian archaeology etc. 


If you are at all interested come along and bring your suggestions and 
ideas also. Remember the talks will not be aimed at specialists, 
but at interested lay Degples 


Hoke ee ke ve se oe se ok 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP | ) 
Date: | Next meeting Thursday 16th July 1981. 
Subject Preparation of mammal specimen skins. 
Venue. Bendigo College of Advanced Education, Edwards Road Campus,8.00pm 


Enter from the parking area near the intersection of Keck and 
Sharon Streets. Proceed to Biological and Chemical Science 
Dept. on the top floor of the building nearest this car park. 


Hh keke kt kk 
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COACH CAMPING SAFARI TOURS FOR NATURALISTS — 


Tan MeGann (29 Crowlands R¢c., Stawell) has forwarded prospectuses for 
Kingstons Tours 1982 programme. A brief summary is reproduced here, but 
the detailed programme sent to the club can be examined on request. 


15 Day Tasmanian Tour 

Departing Stawell 1 February 5 1982, 

Tariff Su4o. ; 
(Tariff includes passage on Empress ‘of Retralis with Bie chane lounge’ chair 
accommodation ) 

This tour embraces many National Parks and State Rosen “and provides 

an opportunity to'study Tasmania's fauna and flora much of which is endemic. 
In addition you will see many of the scenic and historical attractions with 
which this island state is so richly endowed. 

As reservations for all passengers and the coach and kitchen trailer on 

the Empress of Australia have to be confirmed by 31 Oct.1981, all bookings 
must be made prior to that date, Please take advantage of he cpasict low 
deposit of $20. and make your booking immediately. 


9 Day Cooper Creek Campout 


Departing Stawell 10 July, 1982. 
Tariff: $200. 


This campout on the historic Cooper Creek at Innamincka has special 
interest for bird watchers. Our route passes the Flinders Ranges and 
traverses the little known Strzelecki Track. Returning home via Tibooburra 
we see the aboriginal paintings at Mootwingee, the silver city of Broken 
Hill and the Menindee Lakes, 


23 Day Gunbarrel Highwa 


Departing Stawell 11 ‘September, 1982. 
Tariff: $510. 


On this safari you will visit Marree, hake Eyre South, Aveta Rock, The 
Olgas, the Gibson Desert, the Great Victoria Desert, Geraldton, Kalbarri 
National Park, Perth, Albany, the Stirling Ranges and Pongorups National 
Parks, Nullabor, Ceduna, Streaky Bay and Whyalla. A fairly strenuous safari 
of more than 10,000 km. . 

The wildflower gandens of the West from Geraldtcn to erence at their 
spectacular best, the fascinating salt-tolerant flora at Lake Eyre and the 
arid adapted vegetation of the Centre and along the famous inland track 
known as the Gunbarrel Highway will make this safari a never-to-be-forgotten 
experience for wildflower lovers. 

Wildlife, magnificent inland and coastal scenery and places of great 
histonical interest will also be seen, 


-Western Wild iflowers Safari 


Members will be interested to know that the A.C.Beauglehole Publishing 
Fund received $840.25 commission from the Arnhemland-Kimberley Safari 
which departed fully booked on the 6th June, and that a smaller party on 
a similar tour departing 5th September will yield a further $279.90 in 
commission, 


Row ke ke oe ok ke 
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WHIPSTICK CORRESPONDENCE 


The following letters were tabled at the June 30th Committee meeting, 
and are reproduced for the information of members, 


D.McClure, Esq. .M.P. 


Dear Mr. McClure, 
I refer to your letter of 27th May, 1981, regarding the Land Conservation 
Council's final recommendations in respect to the Whipstick Forest Park. 


As you are no doubt aware, the Land Conservation Council has made its 

final recommendations for the North Central Study Area, but they have not 

yet been accepted by the Government. In the circumstances, it would not 

be appropriate for me to comment on who should manage the Whipstick Forest 
Park. 


However your views are appreciated and will be taken into account when the 
Government is giving consideration to the Council's recommendations. 


I intend to visit the area before making recommendations to the Government. 


Yours sincerely, 


W.V.Houghton, Minister for Conservation. 


Mr, C,.Bunn, 


Dear Chris, 
I refer to the Land Conservation Council recommendations for the Whipstick 
Forest Park, 


Enclosed is a letter I have received from the Minister for Conservation, 
Mr. Houghton, indicating that he intends to visit the area before making 
any recommendations to the Government. 


I shall endeavour to make appropriatearrangements for the Field Naturalist 
Club to meet with the Minister when he is on site. 


Yours faithfully, 
Daryl McClure, M.L.A. 


kkk ke Re 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


Correspondence P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550 


PRESIDENT Chris Bunn Averys Rd.E'hawk 46 8141 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.Spring Gully 43 0521 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SECRETARY Tan MacBean 7 Beebe St.Bendigo 43 0191 
ASSIST.SECRETARY (ACTING) John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E'hawk 46 7132 
TREASURER Glenise Moers Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS 

GROUP. CONVENOR John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E'hawk 46 7132 
BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP : : 

SECRETARY |. : Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

SECRETARY John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd.E'hawk 46 7132 


*, f 2, °, ?, V J. 7. 
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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history, The subscription rates are: 
$6.00 Single, $9.00 Family, $3.00 Pensioner and $3.00 Children. 


Members wishing to obtain Whirrakee posted to them can have this service 
by paying a postage levy of $3.30 per annum. 
Subscription to Whirrakee for non-members is $5.50 per annum, posted. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
The meetings start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with supper. 


Excursions: The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Pull day excursions normally commence at 10 am (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2 pm, and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. 


Junior Field Naturalists Group meets on the first Sunday in each month 
at 2 pm. The assembly point is the Education Special Services Complex in 
Havlin St. East, 


Bird Observers Croup meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Conference Rooms, Agriculture Department, Epsom at 7.30 pm, 


Mammal Survey Group meets on the third Thursday of each month, except 
when the third Thursday is the day after the B.F.N.C. General Meeting, 
inwwhich case the M.S.G. meeting is on the fourth Thursday, 7.30 pm in 
member's homes as -announced. ~* 


NOMINATION FORM 
Name ° . e ° . ° ° °. * . ° . cd Address . e « . * . ° . . . . e e e * e ® 
Nominated Sis Ont Of Or tee ere) ay fe és 
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MEETINGS 

July 8th. | 
August 12th, 
September 9th. 


October 14th, 


EXCURSIONS 
Sun.July llth. 


Sun. Aug.16th, 


Sun.Sept.13th, 


Sun.Oct.18th. 


~DIARY- 


My. Peter Ellis: "Whipstick Flora" : 
Mr. Geoff Sitch: "Propagation of Native Plants" 


- Annual Meeting and Presidents Address. 


Chris Bunn will speak on "Those magnificent birds 
and their flying machines", 


Mr. Ken Hooper from Cohuna will show the Victorian 


Field and Game Associations new film on the problems 


associated with river "improvement". It includes a 


segment on brolgas. 


Full day excursion to Whipstick mallee areas to see 
Acacia flexifolia, orchids and other wildflowers. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 10.00 am. 

Leaders: Peter Ellis and Noel Ruedin, 


Half day excursion (NOTE CHANGE OF PLAN) to Spring 


Gully Reservoir Catchment Reserve, to see whether any 


significant changes have occurred to the vegetation 
since fencing of the catchment.S.R. & W.S.Comm, 


permission has been obtained, but only for the afternoon, 


Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0 Eas 
Leader: Tom Patullo. — 


Full day excursion to Kemarooka Forest Park to see 
Swainsona procumbens and other wildflowers, and to 
Hunter to see the rare Swainsona plagiotropis. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 10.0am. 

Leaders: Peter Ellis and Leon Ruedin, 


Full day excursion to Dalyenong to see the spring 


wildflower display in this delightful area, 


Meet at Havlin St. at 10.0 am; 
Leaders: Glen and Rob Moors. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs,.July 16th. 


Preparation of mammal specimen skins at B.C.A.E., 
Bicchem. Dept., at 8.0 pm. 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun. Aug, 2nd. 


A visit to the nearest extinct voleano to Bendigo, 
Bald Hill at Woodstock, 

Meet at Havlin St. at 2.0 pm 

Leader: Eric Wilkinson. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri Aug e 7th ° 


Roy Wheeler: "Birding around Australia: chasing a 
record" 
Bird of the Night: Lorikeets,. 
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